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This year the newsletters of the WFSW 
seek to report on the work of the Executive 
Council in Algiers in September 2012, the 
discussions in the working groups preparing 
the General Meeting in Moscow in September 
2013 as well as to present contributions to 
the topics discussed in seminars connected 
with our different bodies. In 2012 the topic 
was research in developing countries,  
in 2013 it will be the situation of young 
researchers and women researchers : 
employment, status, mobility, brain drain.
For further consultation of texts : 
www.fmts-wfsw.org
To contact us:
president@fmts-wfsw.org 
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Excerpts from the introductory speech 
at the Executive Council in Algiers in September 2012

At this beginning of the 21st century events of such importance have taken place that they have led to sudden reflection 
and questioning. There are the attacks of September 11, 2001, the Fukushima disaster in Japan or the revolts in the 
Arab countries, not to mention the so-called « natural » tsunamis and cyclones. I would call these events elements of 
discontinuity. 
But it is suitable - for an organization like ours - to identify slower and broader trends reflecting changes in consciousness 
and behaviour among leaders, media, and also the general populations.
I will privilege three points which in my view are the most essential : 

● the underestimation of the climate change caused by human activity ;
● the persistence and growth of the acceptance of recourse to war to solve a political problem ;
● the increase of intolerance, irrationalism, and obscurantism including in those countries which consider themselves 
to be the most developed.

The first point manifested itself recently in Rio in June, 2012 at the Rio Earth Summit 2012 on the occasion of the 
5th Earth Summit. The heads of state attending the meeting were only able to sign a declaration of pious wishes, 
recommendations to states at the next General Assembly, but containing no binding commitments ! Even worse, under 
the pretext of an « green economy », the idea of giving commercial value to ecosystems and natural processes was 
put forward, which constitutes a huge market of multinational firms. Some observers even spoke of a « permission to 
plunder » in this context. A few kilometers away from the Earth Summit meeting the People’s Summit at Rio + 20 was 
held, likeable but powerless. 
Second point : in different parts of the world military intervention is presented as a solution, and the concept of « the 
duty to intervene » is invoked. We know all too well that war solves nothing. There is no lack of examples. We are 
particularly attentive to threats to bomb Iran made by the president of Israel when civilian and military nuclear power is 
discussed. In this connection, I would like to stress the position of the WFSW. The Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) cannot 
prohibit any country whatsoever from creating a civilian nuclear industry. The fact that the Iranian government obstructs 
the monitoring conducted by the IAEA must be condemned. But this obstuction does not justify so-called preventive 
intervention. Let me add that other countries in this region violate the NPT.
Third point : how can we fail to be worried by the rise in xenophobic and « security » ideas, by manifestations of religions 
in an intolerant and exclusive way, by the use of religions to take and keep power, by the electoral results of the far right 
in Europe, the ultraconservatives in the United States, and religious parties in many countries ?

These points reveal the selfishness and inconistency of the 
powerful, the disarray, mistargeted discouragement and anger 
of populations.
The answer is eminently economic and political because at the 
source of these misguided paths is the financial « bubble », the 
reign of « king dollar », and the frantic search for insane profits 
that accompany financial, and then economic and social, crises. 
Despair, humiliation, ignorance, comforting beliefs, blindness 
desired or imposed by the media lead people to be angry for 
the wrong reasons or engender discouragement.
Answers, many and varied types of resistance are developing, and 
this mitigates my pessimism. To the powerful actions of the trade 
union movement, we must add and underscore the emergence 
of youth, which creates original forms of struggle, challenging the 
media and using the full potential of new technologies.

The role of the WFSW

For an NGO like ours more professional and more targeted actions 
are possible and necessary. Our organization acts wherever 

http://www.fmts-wfsw.org


Contribution to a declaration by the WSFW on the energy question
Some general principles

1.- The WFSW condemns the refusal of the major powers to truly commit themselves to an international process of massive 
reduction of carbone oxyde emissions, and supports the demand for a binding world policy on this issue. The safety of 
populations and the preservation of an environment favorable to the maintenance and development of local economies all over 
the planet must be recognized as fundamental rights. 

2.- The WFSW supports the demand for the right to energy and energy independence of all countries. The energy model 
of developed countries, however, cannot constitute the only model. The experience of the vicissitudes and deadlocks of the 
development of thermal energy and then nuclear energy in the rich countries must be analyzed and criticized from a historical, 
economic and social point of view.

3.- The development of renewable energies must be deployed at a scale making it possible to respond to these demands, 
but the « green economy » left to the market of « non-polluting innovations » and oriented toward profit cannot take us in the 
direction of sustainable development for the entire planet.

Broad programs of public research and experimentation on an industrial scale must be conducted on all alternative energy 
sources and on the conditions of their exploitation in the general interest (wind, solar, hydraulic, tides, geothermal). International 
scientific and technical cooperation must aim at transparency and exchange of knowledge, in a spirit of planetary solidarity and 
support to economically weak countries, and must reject competition between nations and the defense of private interests. 
Public monitoring, including by scientists, legal experts, trade unions and associations, in coordination with international bodies 
(UNESCO, WHO, ILO) must preside over the launch and rollout of these programs and dissemination of knowledge.

4.- Government subsidies must allow the development of energy-saving programs (in transportation, insulation of public and 
private buildings, alternative and collective methods of heating). 
The electricity market must be regulated publicly and electricity consumption prices must be monitored in the interest of 
populations. The WFSW takes a stance against the principle of free competition in the production and sale of electricity. 

5.- Control of energy expenditures also requires the control of the choice of production and organization of labour. The social 
utililty of technological innovations, the evolution of work conditions must be examined by bringing together researchers, 
producers and users. A « right to intervene » for workers in the methods and objectives of production would make it possible 
to reduce energy consumption and improve human labour in terms of working conditions, health conditions at the workplace, 
solidary social protection based on work, recognition of skills, and redistribution of added value. 

Our conception : sustainable development must have a twofold meaning, social and environmental. Sustainable development 
lies in fair recognition of human labour, in the response to the material, cultural, and educational needs of all the peoples of the 
world along with respect for the capacities of our host planet.

Hélène Carteron

The other part of this article will be published in The WFSW Newsletter n°7
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knowledge, sciences and technology are involved. Nothing 
is inevitable, humanity has been able to meet the formidable 
challenges in the past. Everything is possible, even a 
multicultural, many-colored, and peaceful human society.
Without claiming to be exhaustive, I will offer several 
explanations and paths to ideas to put into practice in 
order to improve the situation. 
First of all, education is not filling its role properly, on 
the one hand because millions of children in the world 
are excluded from it, and on the other hand because 
the prevaling conception among many political and 
economic leaders - and this conception has been applied 
in many countries for a generation - is that of an education 
limited to technical training aimed at teaching individuals 
immediately usable know-how, education not aimed at 
making men and women fully-fledged citizens.
As for science and scientists, I would say that two attitudes, 
mutually contradictory and also negative, are very frequent.  
On the one hand, like one century ago, there is the belief 

that science transcends politics and can save humanity. 
And on the other hand, we find the opposite attitude, that 
science and techology are pollutants that spoil a naturally 
healthy order. 
« Scientism » and « anti-science » are both mistaken. 
It is science understood as knowledge and a critical 
approach that can help humanity to get rid of its « demons » 
(superstition, intolerance, selfishness, xenophobia) and 
meet the challenges of this 21st century in the fields of 
climate, energy, and food. The development, dissemination, 
and sharing of knowledge - sharing is a beautiful word 
meaning justice and equal access - must be at the heart of 
any political project.
Lastly, I believe that the social status of educators and 
researchers has considerably declined, and this does 
not foster the dissemination in society of knowledge and 
scientific attitudes.

Jean-Paul lainé


